REVIEWS 


Dental Electrotherapeutics. By Ernest Sturribge, L.D.S. 
England, D.D.S., Fellow Royal Society of Medicine; Member 
British Dental Association, London, England. Pp. 318; 154 
engravings. Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febiger, 1914. 

This last of the series'of small text-books on various phases of 
dental practice published by Lea & Febiger is a comprehensive 
treatise on electrotherapeutics. Inasmuch as the author believes 
that no one should employ this therapeutic agent without funda¬ 
mental knowledge of electricity and electrophysics, the first half 
of the work gives a brief but satisfying discussion of the underlying 
principle of electric energy and the means of employing it. In this 
section is also included a description of the ordinary electric appar¬ 
atus of the dental office, embracing all but the most recent additions 
to the dental outfit. 

The chapter on x-rays describes the extensive field for the radio- 
graphic work in dental practice together with the technique for 
making radiographs. The author justly emphasizes the rapidly 
enlarging field of usefulness of x-rays in the diagnosis of the con¬ 
dition about the root apices of pulpless teeth and in ascertaining 
the direction of the root canals and the correct or insufficient filling 
of the same. His experience accords with that of the majority of 
practitioners who have employed it, for he considers the thera¬ 
peutic value of x-rays limited in dentistry. 

The most valuable therapeutic use of electricity recommended 
by the author is in ionic medication, in which field he is one of the 
pioneers. Testimony is gradually increasing as to the effective 
use of ionization in the germicidal treatment of many dental infec¬ 
tions, and particularly in those low-grade peri-apical infections 
which yield so unsatisfactorily to other treatment. This with 
ionic medication of pockets about the teeth affected with pyorrhea 
alveolaris offers an additional valuable agent in the fight for the 
extermination of localized infections in the mouth, which are so 
generally recognized as the original foci of infections occurring in 
other portions of the body. Besides the germicidal action locally, 
the author suggests that the improved conditions may have resulted 
because “the dead organisms were absorbed into the blood stream 
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and had an effect upon the opsonins similar to that of vaccine 
prepared from cultures.” For practitioners, the book may be 
recommended as a useful hand-book upon the subject of dental 
electricity, and should prove useful as a college text-book. 

C. U. T. 


The Clinics of John B. Murphy, M.D., at Mercy Hospital, 
Chicago. Vol. Ill, No. 1, February, 1914. Pp. 190; 91 illus¬ 
trations. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 
1914. 

This number opens the third volume of this popular periodical. 
It is prefaced by a note explaining that many of the cases referred 
to in the present number have already been reported in past 
numbers of the Clinics, and that the same can be said in regard to 
the skiagrams and photographs illustrating these cases; but their 
reappearance is accounted for by the fact that the patients or 
the figures illustrating their cases were shown by Dr. Murphy at 
the Clinics he held during the Clinical Congress of Surgeons last 
November. There is appended an advertisement of the days 
and hours of Dr. Murphy’s Clinics at Mercy Hospital. 

It might have been expected that Dr. Murphy would seize upon 
the present as an opportunity to assemble his clinical material 
and to report his operative results with more accuracy than has 
yet appeared; the reader is disappointed, however, to find that as 
he increaseth knowledge he increaseth sorrow, and that there is 
no new feature in Murphy’s Clinics. The isolated cases reported 
almost uniformly show brilliant results; but in spite of the wealth 
of material there is no evidence of an attempt to allow the reader 
to draw a conclusion to the whole matter, by marshalling before 
him in orderly array facts on which his judgment may be based. 
Instead of this, there is endless repetition of catchy phrases and 
colloquial aphorisms, with Dr. Murphy’s conclusions; but what 
the thoughtful reader desires now is to justify these conclusions 
in his own mind, and not to accept them on the unqualified ground 
of ipse dixit —especially when they are at war with popular beliefs. 

There are several interesting addresses included in the present 
number of the Clinics, the most charming of which is that given 
by Sir Rickman Godlee (the editor calls him simply “Sir Godlee”), 
with the title “Lord Lister and Antiseptic Surgery.” Of much 
interest also is Air. Herbert Paterson’s address on “Gastric Ulcer 
and Gastric Carcinoma.” A. P. C. A. 



